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Abstract:

This study examines the contradictory role of Sudanese
literary narratives during the 2023 war, wherein literature
shifted from a potential tool for reconciliation to a space that
reproduces identity conflicts and obstructs peacebuilding.
The analysis reveals three fundamental contradictions: first,
the transformation of narrative from exposing the roots
of violence to fueling cultural and ethnic binaries; second,
the displacement of intellectuals from their role as cultural
mediators towards political alignment, thereby losing their
capacity to build reconciliatory dialogues; and third, the
dominance of historical novels that recycle wounded memories
without critique, alongside the marginalisation of victim
narratives capable of deconstructing hate discourses.

The paper aims to diagnose the organic relationship between
narrative and identity, critique the crisis of the Sudanese
intellectual, and build a model of “narrative justice for
reconciliation” through employing counter-narratives in
designing a map of cultural forgiveness. It also seeks to
envision a composite Sudanese identity grounded in imagined
peaceabilities and to develop a methodological framework
integrating the sociology of literature with the anthropology
of peace.
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The methodology adopted a tripartite approach: critical
discourse analysis to uncover the mechanisms of cultural binary
revival, narrative anthropology to trace the transformations of
symbolic violence, and multiple case studies of texts such as
Shawq Al-Darweesh (The Longing of the Dervish) and Saqar
Al-Gidyan (The Vulture Falcon).

Findings revealed the dual nature of narrative as both a
carrier of conflict memory and an instrument for peace
transformation, as well as the collapse of the intellectual’s role
as a cultural bridge due to their entanglement in the machinery
of war. The study showed how dominant novels reproduce
violence through recycling historical memory without critique,
whereas marginalised narratives possess a unique capacity to
break the monopoly of conflict discourse and create spaces
for mutual recognition. It further affirmed that recognising
cultural diversity is the only gateway to sustainable peace, and
that literary imagination can be harnessed to design imagined
peaceabilities that reshape collective consciousness.

The study recommends establishing reconciliation narrative
laboratories to transform texts into platforms for community
dialogue, launching a digital archive for plural memories
documenting victims’ testimonies, and formulating an ethical
charter binding intellectuals to critical neutrality. It also calls
for integrating concepts of “narrative justice” into national
reconciliation policies and utilising literary imagination to
craft anticipatory narratives envisioning a composite Sudanese
identity rooted in harmony within diversity, transforming pain
into sustainable peace.

Keywords:-

Narrative Justice , Cultural Forgiveness , Peace Imaginaries,
Sudanese War Literature , Intellectual Crisis , Counter-
Narratives, Collective Consciousness.
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